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“Home is the place where, when you have 
to go there, they have to take you in.” The 
other side of the coin, of course, is what 
Dorothy believed: “There’s no place like 
home.” 
 More specifically, for some Shaker resi-
dents, there’s no place like the old family 
home. Sometimes by chance, and some-
times by choice, they find themselves back 
where they started – living in the home of 
their youth. For some, the experience of-
fers the opportunity to re-settle in Shak-
er Heights; some are drawn back by the 
chance to carry on family traditions. And 
for others, the home becomes the em-
bodiment of a family legacy. 

THE OLD FAMILY HOME
BY JENNIFER PROE  PHOTOS BY MARC GOLUB

Robert Frost wryly observed,  
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Lisa Klausner
Not everything’s a museum piece

Lisa Klausner initially thought of herself 
as someone who would never move back 
to Northeast Ohio. After college, she lived 
in Miami Beach and then New York City, 
where she worked as a photographer. Her 
work has appeared in the New York Times 
Magazine and is in the permanent collec-
tion at the Cleveland Museum of Art. In 
1983, her father passed away, and in the 
1990s, her mother’s health declined. 
 “I started spending more and more 
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time here, helping my mother and look-
ing after the house I grew up in,” says 
Lisa. “I was not conscious of having any 
attachment to the house or to the area, 
but when my mother passed away in 
2002, I decided to stay here.” 
 She rates spending time with family 
as the best benefit of her decision. Lisa’s 
sister, Paula, lives in the Fernway neigh-
borhood with her husband and two sons. 
Many cousins, aunts, and uncles live in 
the area as well.
 Living in the family home brought Lisa 
back in touch with her family’s roots, 
which she describes as “the prototypical 
immigrant story.” 
 Her grandfather, Ben Klausner, im-
migrated to the Cleveland area from the 
Ukraine and worked alongside his father 
and brother selling barrels. In the 1920s, 
they formed Klausner Cooperage and be-
gan manufacturing their own barrels. 
 Their hard work paid off, and in 1936 
Lisa’s grandparents built the beautiful 
Onaway neighborhood home that was 
later passed on to Lisa’s parents. 
 “My grandparents were very tradi-
tional people,” says Lisa, as evidenced 
by the classic brick Georgian home they 
designed, with a large Palladian window 
gracing the front. 
 The task of sorting through the mul-
titude of items left by her parents and 
grandparents has been difficult at times, 
but Lisa has managed to artfully combine 
family pieces with some of her own favor-
ites to make the house more reflective of 
her style. 
 Her searches have also yielded price-
less treasures, such as her grandfather’s 
citizenship certificate and her grandpar-
ents’ ketubah (a Jewish marriage con-
tract), both of which she was able to pre-
serve for posterity. She also discovered a 
goldmine of vintage fabrics in the attic, 
which she uses to create unique decora-
tive pillows. 
 “Not everything has to be treated as a 
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Lisa Klausner (seated) with her sister 
Paula.
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museum piece,” she observes. 
 Perhaps the biggest surprise for Lisa 
has been discovering a love for garden-
ing. “Having lived in New York and Mi-
ami, I never owned a house before, let 
alone a garden,” she says. 
 Lisa’s mother, an avid gardener, had 
been a big supporter of the North Union 
Farmer’s Market at Shaker Square. “She 
was a customer there from day one, and 
developed relationships with every ven-
dor,” says Lisa, who also became an ac-
tive supporter of the organization and 
served on their board of trustees for 
four years. 
 After her mother died, she found 
solace working in her mother’s garden. 
She re-purposed several vintage items 
from the house to lend the garden a 
whimsical touch, and added a patio 
where she can entertain. Lisa sees her 
joy of gardening as a wonderful legacy 
from her mother. “It started as a way of 
mourning her passing; I felt like I was 
channeling her spirit. But now,” she ac-
knowledges, “I’ve really made this gar-
den my own.”

Lisa Klausner’s light-filled living room in Fernway.


